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Education 

2021 – 2023  B.A., Psychology, Minor: Educational Psychology, The University of  

Texas at Austin 

 

2019 – 2021  A.A., General Studies, Texas Southmost College 

 

Research Experience 

2024 – Present  Lab Manager, The University of Texas at Austin, PI: Chen Yu 

• Collected and managed multimodal behavioral data (eye-tracking, 

video, speech, manual action) for semi-longitudinal studies on 

children’s learning during naturalistic parent-child interactions 

• Designed and conducted studies; home-based naturalistic studies and 

lab-based controlled word learning experiments  

• Prepared and submitted IRB protocols and amendments  

• Coordinated subject recruitment for multiple studies, including 

outreach, scheduling, and informed consent procedures 

• Developed protocols for study procedures and behavioral annotation 

• Oversaw data annotation, processing, and generated final variables  

• Supervised and trained 29 computational and experimental research 

assistants  

• Collaborated on projects with external labs (e.g., Boston University’s 

Language Acquisition & Visual Attention Lab, learning in deaf/hard-

of-hearing children who use ASL; UT Austin’s Daily Activity Lab, 

learning in families with and without a history of neglect) 

• Conducted independent research projects and analyses on the 

association between parent-child proximity and behavior, and the role 

of face looking in parent-child interactions 

 

2022 – 2023  Research Assistant, The University of Texas at Austin, PI: Chen Yu 

• Annotated child and parent gaze, manual action, and speech during 

naturalistic parent-child interactions 

• Facilitated participant recruitment through outreach and scheduling 

• Assisted in data collection with diverse populations 

 



Academic Honors and Awards 

University Honors (3 semesters), University of Texas at Austin, 2022 – 2023 

Summa Cum Laude, Texas Southmost College, 2021 

 

Publications in Preparation 

Kaplan, B. E., Thomas, J., Martinez, E., & Yu, C. (in prep). Using Head-Mounted Eye Tracking 

to Examine Infant Face Looking During Naturalistic Freeplay.  

Yu, C., Bianco, C., Thomas, J., Kaplan, B. (2026). Examining Gaze Behavior in Naturalistic 

Settings Is Critical for Developmental Science. Paper submitted for presentation at the 

International Society for Autism Research, Prague, Bohemia, Czech Republic. 

 

Professional Organizations 

2021 – 2023  Texas Student Psychology Association 

 

Leadership and Service 

2024 Volunteer, IEEE International Conference on Development and Learning  

• Assisted with registration, session coordination, and conference logistics 

 

Undergraduate Students Mentored 

2025 – 2026  David Snodgrass, University of Texas at Austin, Honors Thesis 

 

Relevant Course Work 

• Introduction to Psychology 

• Introduction to School Psychology 

• Introduction to Developmental Psychology 

• Introduction to Life Span Development 

• Introduction to Clinical Psychology 

• Audited: Introduction to Machine Learning 

• Positive Psychology 

• Mindfulness/Compassion/Self 

• Abnormal Psychology 

• Play in Early Childhood Development 

• Adolescent Development 

• Behavioral Problems of Children 

• Emotional/Behavioral Disorders 

• Learning and Memory 

• Statistical Methods 

• Psychological Methods/Statistics 

 

  



Skills 

 

Languages  English (native speaker) 

   Malayalam (native speaker) 

   Spanish (intermediate) 

 

Computer MATLAB, RStudio, HTML, Adobe Suite, Microsoft Office, Datavyu, 

Databrary 

 

Technology Eye-tracking (head-mounted), vision and sensor-based motion tracking, 

speech detection/transcription, data annotation 

 

 

 

 


