
Maxine Hong Kingston  
 
Personal Information: Born October 27, 1940, in Stockton, CA; daughter of Tom (a 
scholar, manager of a gambling house, and laundry worker) and Ying Lan (a practitioner 
of medicine and midwifery, field hand, and laundry worker; maiden name, Chew) Hong; 
married Earll Kingston (an actor), November 23, 1962; children: Joseph Lawrence Chung 
Mei. Education: University of California, Berkeley, A.B., 1962, teaching certificate, 
1965. Career: Writer. University of California, Berkeley, Chancellor's Distinguished 
Professor, 1990--. 
 
Many of the stories included in The Woman Warrior are reconstructed from those 
Kingston's mother related to her as "lessons 'to grow up on,'" wrote Currier. Kingston's 
mother, referred to as Brave Orchid in the book, married her father in China, before he 
immigrated to New York City. For fifteen years he worked in a laundry and sent part of 
the money he earned back to China, enabling Brave Orchid to study for certifications in 
medicine and midwifery, which eventually provided her with a good income and respect 
in what  Ms. critic Sara Blackburn called "a starving society where girl children were a 
despised and useless commodity." She came to the United States when her husband sent 
for her, having to give up her medical practice to work for the benefit of her family as a 
laundress and field hand. Her first two children had died in China while she was alone, 
but within her first year in the United States, at the age of forty-five, she gave birth to 
Maxine in Stockton, where the family later settled. 
 
Maxine was named after a lucky blonde American gamester in a gambling parlor her 
father managed. The first of her mother's six American-born children, she grew up 
surrounded not only by the ghosts of the ancestors and characters who peopled her 
mother's tales, but also by Americans who, as "foreigners," were considered "ghosts" by 
her mother. And, according to New York Times Book Review critic Jane Kramer, the 
young Maxine, "in a country full of ghosts, is already a half-ghost to her mother." 
Kingston's memoir, described by Time critic Paul Gray as "drenched in alienation," is 
also characterized by ambiguity, since, as he points out, it "haunts a region somewhere 
between autobiography and fiction." It is difficult to distinguish whether the narrator of 
the book's stories "is literally Maxine Hong Kingston," Gray commented. "Art has 
intervened here. The stories may or may not be transcripts of actual experience." 
 
WRITINGS: 
 The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood among Ghosts, Knopf (New York, NY), 
1976; China Men, Knopf (New York, NY), 1980; Hawai'i One Summer (essays), 
Meadow Press (San Francisco, CA), 1987; Tripmaster Monkey: His Fake Book (novel;), 
Knopf (New York, NY), 1988.; To Be the Poet (lectures and poems), Harvard University 
Press (Cambridge, MA), 2002; The Fifth Book of Peace (novel), Knopf (New York, NY), 
2003. 
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