Solum or “true soil”

4 O horizon
Loose and
partly decayed

A horizon
Mineral matter
mixed with
some humus

Topsaoil

E horizon
Light colored

Zone of
eluviation
and leaching

B horizon
Accumulation of
clay transported
from above

Subsail

C horizon
Partially altered
parent material

Unweathered
parent material

organic matter —

mineral particles.
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O horizon

(loose and partly
decayed organic
matter)

A horizon
(mineral matter
mixed with some
humus)

E horizon
(light colored
zone of leaching)

B horizon
(accumulation
of clay from
abowve)

C horizon
(partially altered
parent material)

unweathered
parent material




