Taniguchi Garden

I don’t feel that the garden communicated with me, but rather that I was able to use it as a medium to talk to myself, and I think that is what the garden is for.  The moving water, rustling plants, and the path of rocks made me think about how simple life can be.  You can’t help think that as you cross over a simple and single wooden bridge and look down to see a few goldfish swimming contently in small circles.  [image: image6.jpg]


In Taniguchi’s elaborate garden, I felt at peace in nature and with myself. 

The part of the garden that I connected with the most is the water.  The water has a purpose as it separates the garden, and it is the only part of the garden with movement.  Also, the water creates its own path in the garden as it cuts through it and so gives it more shape and purpose.  It brings to the garden direction, change, life, and movement.  Water is a double life force, as it breeds life, and yet can take it away.  This is why water is so powerful and even a small amount of it can conjure up these feelings about nature.  The water brings so much to the garden and there is not even a lot of it, and yet I feel it is the central part of the garden.  The water is additionally useful because it is calming and reflective.  The water adds to the sense of place in the garden because of these features.
This garden is truly a space of nature.  Mid-city, Taniguchi managed to construct a place that feels far away from city life, even though cars fly down a highway less than a mile away.  Part of the garden’s success is because of its ability to block out these negative stimuli using tall trees, rock walls, and other natural features.  Despite its strong connection to nature, I could not help but remember that it is a natural place that was manmade.  It is almost as if it seems so natural because it is so organized and we are able to enjoy it completely and take in all nature has to offer.  A place that is truly made by nature is often not as symmetrical.  What Taniguchi created was a manmade natural setting where people can come and enjoy an idealized form of nature, and this helps them to become closer to nature itself.

Part of the garden’s charm is the pre-made paths that are circular, maze-like, and directional at the same time.  You are forced through a journey through nature, and the paths allow you to get there.  Taniguchi wanted to make sure that all people who entered the garden could “read” it.  Without any direction people may be overwhelmed, with direction people can watch the garden develop before their eyes.  


The first thing I thought when I we approached the bridge in the garden was how similar the landscape at the angle we walked towards it was to Monet’s Water-Lily Pond:
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The bridge symbolizes a journey, be it into nature, to yourself, or any other kind of spiritual journey.  When you cross it, you symbolically cross sides.  It also allows you to see the garden from a different perspective.  You can look directly into the water from a bird’s eye view.  Also, the water is literally reflective, so you can potentially see yourself in it or, since it is named the moon bridge, the moon.

I did not think it was difficult to concentrate in the garden, even though there were other people in the garden and we were so close to cars and other forms of city life.

The other visitors seemed affected by the place and its quietness and serenity.  They were hushed as they soaked in their surroundings.  The garden seemed to have a similar effect that art has (as in a museum).  The garden is a kind of art in itself.  It preserves and captures beauty in nature.
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