The Union

Built 1932-1933

Cost $417,353

Built because for years students had been asking for a building they could use for meetings and dances and for relaxing

The Texas Exes and students raised the funds, as funds were low during the Depression.

Designed by Robert L. White and Paul Cret

Texas architect Robert Leon White (1898-1964) served as supervising architect at the University of Texas during the 1930s and designed several important buildings in Texas including the Masonic Grand Lodge Temple in Waco (1948), and the John Sealy Hospital in Galveston (1928-1937). 

Paul Cret (1876 — 1945) 

Ecole de Beaux-Arts
Also designed The University of Texas at Austin Tower  and Home Economics, Architecture, Physics, Engineering, Geology, Hogg Auditorium, Chemical Engineering, Music, Petroleum Engineering, Texas Memorial Museum, Roberts Dorm, Prather Dorm, Andrews Dorm and Carothers Dorm.

“All of the buildings under construction in 1933 have Spanish features, but the Texas Union is the most fully Spanish” (Berry Brick by Golden Brick: A History of Campus Buildings at the University of Texas at Austin, 1883-1993 46).

“. . . using the most evolved Spanish vocabulary of any structure built on campus at that time” (Anderson and Butler Campus Master Plan: Architecture and Landscape Design Guideline 9)

Built of limestone

L-shaped exterior

Has a tower, which is important to UT architecture

Framed portal

Red tiled, pitched roof

Decorative iron work

Inscriptions – dated corner stones, dedications, and donor names

“Commons” – land used by all, the common people, also a dining hall in a university

In 1933, when newly built, dining area was probably the best on the city, and an orchestra played there every evening

“Upstairs, the grand ballroom was considered the ultimate in opulence” (Berry The University of Texas: A Pictoral Account of its First Century 73)

Symbols on the front represent the colleges of the university:

Peregrinus – Law

praetor Peregrinus - the Roman magistrate who devised the body of law of the jus gentium, “the law of peoples" or "law of tribes," which applied to non-Romans in the Empire and to dealings between Romans and non-Romans. 

Alexander Frederic Claire – Engineering

Hermes – Arts and Sciences (god of commerce, invention, cunning, and theft; also served as a messenger, herald and scribe for the other gods).

Owl on book – Education

Wooden plaques above the main lobby are of past presidents of the University (to 1933), carved by Peter Mansbendel

Mansbendel  Swiss Woodcarver, (1883-1940) The portraits of Benedict and Battle were actually carved from life. The Swiss carver recalled that “Dr. Battle didn't help very much, for he usually fell asleep when he posed.” Also has carvings in UT Main building, and carved the fireplace mantels for prominent homes in Austin as well as the double doors for the Spanish Governor's Palace, and the San Jose Mission in San Antonio. He built his Swiss Chalet style home in Hyde Park. 

Ex-Student’s Association officers were once located on the 2nd floor (until 1958)

Ceiling above Main Ballroom door = names of the past presidents of the Ex-Students Association

1959 addition and modernization of building was completed

cost $2,150,000

included auditorium and enlarged facilities

architects Fehr and Granger  Fehr was A 1925 graduate of the University of Texas with a Bachelor’s Degree in Architecture, graduate studies at Columbia University, New York University, and the Beaux-Arts Institute of Design in New York City. In the 1930’s, he worked on the Bastrop State Park Project, where he met Charles T. Granger, another Austin native and UT graduate 

consulting architect Mark Lemmon

Mark Lemmon, architect, was born in Gainesville, Texas

he assisted in the design of the Commodore Hotel in New York and the Broadmoor in Colorado Springs, Colorado

1977 renovation for about $6 million -- expanded structure and restored some original features

1989 started $8 million repair and renovation, where overhaul mechanical, electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilating, AC and fire safety

-- controversy arose Wendy’s was granted a franchise for serving food in the Union

