The Anna Hiss Gymnasium

· Built in 1931 by architects Green, Laroche, and Dahl as the first women’s gymnasium on campus

· Now it houses the Kinesiology and Health Department Offices

              Architecture

· Spanish Renaissance style: more specifically the Plateresque style, which was the first phase of the Spanish Renaissance style. Based on Italian Renaissance architecture with Gothic and Moorish influences.

· Elements of the style include: plain façade with decorative emphasis on the doorway. Ornate Corinthian style columns and wrought iron railing on stairs

· Shield over the doorway is the center of the UT seal

                                         Anna Hiss

· Director of women’s sports at UT for 36 years

· Lead a movement for the construction of the gym

· Traveled across the country, visiting other gyms to gather ideas for the construction of UT’s gym

· Gym named in her honor in 1974

Interior of Gym: Upstairs

· Photos in Lobby show the gym and its surrounding 12 acres of playing fields in the 1950s

· The building is shaped like three sides of a square, with two basketball courts on the two opposite sides of the square. Thus, making four courts total

· Courts are now used for dance classes and intramural basketball games

Downstairs

· Archery Range originally used by UT women’s archery club, Robin Hood Club. Today, students of both sexes use it.

· Women’s Shower Room includes 405 individual showers and dressing rooms made of 223 tons of marble

· The Clubroom was used as a resting room for women when they were thought to be “unfit” to engage in physical activities. It also used to display a large mural depicting a scene from J. Frank Dobie’s book The Mustangs. 

          Gym Pool

· Building used to include an indoor pool, completing the east side of the square

· It was torn down in 1994, despite fervent protesting, to make room for the Molecular Biology building

   Gym Courtyard 

· Courtyard was used for recreational sports

· At one time a stage was constructed to hold dance performances

· One of the few buildings on campus that effectively incorporate landscaping to accent the building

