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Waggener Hall Building Presentation Notes

History:

· built in 1931 in honor of Leslie Waggener, the first President of the University

· Waggener was a professor of English, history and literature

· served as chairman of the faculty from 1884-1894, elected annually

· board of regents made him president ad interim in 1895, but he died at the end of that year

· originally Waggener Hall was the College of Business Administration and cost $350,000

· to make room for this building on Speedway, wooden shacks known as “Speedway Rat Row” were demolished

· these served as classrooms that were quickly built when many people began to enroll at once after World War I

· additional facts: the top floor used to be the anthroplogy museum and the building is now home to the philosophy and classics departments

The Architects:

· Greene, LaRoche, and Dahl were the architects but Paul P. Cret was the consulting architect above them all

· Cret was the consulting architect from 1930-1945

· 18 buildings were constructed under his supervision

· one of his great skills as an architect was his sensitivity to spaces around and between the buildings (*note the spaciousness around Waggener and several other buildings around campus)

· all of these buildings that were built under him were able to be constructed due to massive amounts of oil found in 1923 on West Texas land owned by the University

· the buildings of Cret’s era are distinguishable by the red-tiled roofs

· he was inspired to build what he did and enact his “elastic plan” by a passage from Werner Hegeman and Elbert Peet’s Civic Art: “an elastic formal plan is by no means an easy matter.  The stupendous development of modern colleges is apt to break down the frame of a formal scheme however ambitiously it may have been conceived.  It is not in the spirit of a great composition to have annexes attached to it which do not stand in close axial relation to the scheme.  It would therefore be desirable if in a group the plan of each one of the individual buildings were designed in such a way as to allow for an organic extension as soon as the need arises.  These individual extensions should not disturb the general plan but should contribute to its completion and enhance the appearance of the whole.  If planned for in advance, a campus composed of a small number of individual buildings tied together only by the foliage or light colonnades can gradually be transformed into a scheme of physically connected buildings grouped around courts which stand in axial relation to each other with all the perspective refinements connected therewith.  One scheme of courts can be surrounded by a second chain of courts without losing interrelation, balance, and symmetry.”

· this quote was meant by the authors to inspire solutions that they had not seen in campuses at that point (*note how well Cret achieved it, though)
· interrelation, balance and symmetry are the goals that guided the composition of his buildings
· interrelation was directed towards realizing elasticity while balance and symmetry were directed towards formality
· his buildings were not meant to exist alone but in combination with the other buildings to which they belonged
The Building Itself:

· features on the exterior include main products exported from Texas such as oil, cattle, cotton, and citrus (whether this was just at that time or still now I do not know)

· the staircases on the Speedway side are identical (symmetry and balance, formality)
· there is a continuous geometric design under the roof overhang that is unchanging in color and form (symmetry and balance, formality)
· windows are repetitive – there are not any elaborate windows that stand out (symmetry and balance, formality)
· one main entrance with University seals in various places – on either side and two above the doors on the iron work (interrelatedness, elasticity because it connects the building to the rest of the university regardless of looks because they share the seal)
· different products shown on the exterior of the building make the building unique because no other building has a Texas exports theme (also is an example of interrelatedness, elasticity because it’s a Texas theme and thus is connected to the University of Texas, though other traits may be very different from others in other buildings)
· the building’s inside is very plain (good example of “the box classroom”)
· also note the deification of the longhorn on the exterior
