Sacred Cow in OED

1. The cow as an object of veneration amongst Hindus.
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1891 J. L. KIPLING Beast & Man in India vi. 116 The Muhammedan..creed is in opposition to theirs [sc. the Hindus] and there are rankling memories of a thousand insults to it wrought on the sacred cow. 1972 E. J. SHARPE in Hinnells & Sharpe Hinduism xxxvii. 121 As every visitor to India knows, the ‘sacred cow’ is not as a rule particularly well looked after. 1979 E. H. GOMBRICH Sense of Order vi. 167 The couch in Tutankhamun's tomb..was shaped like a sacred cow, ready to carry the pharaoh into the other life.
